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statement has grown an unfinished work covering several years of unceasing effort. Dr. Taylor's first explanation to Mr. Bender and myself was that grass needed nourishment, root space, ventilation, and moisture. For the best meeting of these four requirements there have been carried out many hundreds of growing tests, and thousands of tests of materials, relating to their physical properties, source, cost, etc. It is certain that Mr. Sanford E. Thompson had a lively time in his laboratories during the early part of the work, and doubtless can measure his records by the cubic feet. My own files contain several pounds, and perhaps nearly a hundred plans, of tests and experiments. By this it is easy to see that even if the four basic requirements appeared simple, there was great difficulty in meeting them. Nevertheless, there was to be no stopping till they were met in some way.
A brief account of an earlier effort made by Dr. Taylor to have a putting green may serve to show what really great effort was put into the work here. In 1901, at his former home, a very rough piece of lawn was converted into a green in a somewhat novel way. It was thoroughly soaked until almost marshy; then the rough places were pounded down to a true surface with broad iron rammers. Thousands of small holes were made in this smooth surface by means of large nails fastened point down on the under side of a piece of board. The holes were then carefully filled with a germinating mixture, the green was watered regularly and fed twice a season. The result was the possession of a fair green, according to the requirements of that time.